




weekly meetings.  Currently, we are working through a book 
titled “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality,” by Peter Scazzero.  

Ministry staff personnel and families also come together 
for fellowship about every other month.  These times also 
include training and growth opportunities, as well as time for 
sharing individual praises and concerns, worship, and healthy 
doses of fun and humor.  A highlight of 2007 was a family 
retreat at Camp Sumatanga (Gallant, AL), where we were 
blessed with a number of sessions on I John taught by Willard 
Mayer (OH).

As has been documented in the newsletter throughout this 
past year, the construction and completion of our new 
headquarters building was certainly a major occurrence for this 
ministry.  Of significance was the number of volunteers from 
around the country who helped in the construction process.  We 
are deeply indebted to this group and are now enjoying the 
benefits that resulted from their hard work.

Besides providing office and living space, the new facility 
has also already been used for a meeting place for staff days, a 
Chamber of Commerce “open house,” a Pastors’ Luncheon, 
ministry training and seminar events, overnight 
accommodations for remote staff persons and other prison 
ministry volunteers, and various other purposes and functions.  

A ministry like ours could not function without the 
financial support that comes from a variety of sources.  We are 
thankful for the individuals, churches, and businesses who 
support our General Fund on a regular basis, We are also 
extremely grateful for the revenue that is generated through the 
efforts of those who work at and support with donations our two 
Economy Shops in Atmore and Monroeville, AL. 

Banquets in Franconia and New Holland, PA, a Summer 
Read-A-Thon, and a portion of the proceeds from the 
Support for Prison Ministries auction in Farmersville, PA, were 
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a tremendous blessing as well.  Another large group of 
supporters we appreciate are those who give money designated 
specifically for our missionary prison chaplains.  Be assured 
that our ministry could not operate in the capacity that it does 
without each one of these revenue sources.  While God has been 
faithful in meeting our financial needs, we continue to rely on 
the generosity of God’s servants to  meet our ongoing expenses.

As we come to the close of 2007, it is with a sense of 
acknowledgment that God has been with us, has orchestrated 
events that resulted in growth in different areas, has allowed us 
to be agents of reconciliation in a multitude of arenas, and has 
provided for our needs both in prayer and financial support.

However, we also realize that there is much work yet to be 
done.  Open doors are before us.  Challenges confront us.  For 
what is yet to come in the future, we ask you to pray for us as we 
seek  to  cu l t iva te  
existing relationships 
while meeting new 
p e o p l e ,  d e v e l o p  
ministry strategies in 
new fields of harvest, 
p r e p a r e  f o r  n e w  
assignments, renew 
our focus and purpose, 
adjust to changes in 
minis t ry  envi ron-
ments, and most of all, 
that we will grow in 
our relationship with 
the One who gives us 
reason for our hope, 
Jesus Christ, King of 
Kings and Lord of all!

   

Challenges

made this statement to 

me: “I don’t know why T
you bother with all this stuff; 

these men are never going to 

change!” Later that day when I 

was leaving the prison, I was 

approached by a young man 

who asked me if I remembered 

him. When I said “No,” he 

said he had been “wearing 

blue” (prison colors in Ohio) 

the last time I saw him. He 

went on to say he had taken 

my “Walk of Repentance” 

class there at Belmont and 

that he was now teaching that 

class (as a religious volunteer) 

at the county jail. What a 

blessing!”         - Larry Skrant

wo weeks ago a guard 

he Bondage to Freedom 

Seminar that I teach 

continues to be the T
overall bent of my ministry 

focus here. After a class session, 

many conversations have taken 

place in my office, where men 

have poured out their hurts and 

failures of the past. Words 

often spoken are “I’ve never 

shared this with anyone.” I 

believe that the point of 

healing begins when things are 

finally brought out in the open, 

men dealing with the pain of 

their past.”      - Irvin Martin
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W e l c o m e !
We welcome to our team 

John and Shirley Kurtz, along 
with their children Savannah 
and Hadden.  John is serving as 
an assistant chaplain at St. Clair 
Correctional Facility, near 
Springville, AL.  The Kurtz 
family come with the support 
and blessing of their home 
church, Middle Creek Church 
of the Brethren, Lititz, PA.
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Camden Comm.-Based Facility

J.O. Davis Correctional Facility

Fountain Correctional Facility

Life Tech for Women

incarcerated but nearing the time of in the morning, when someone shook 
their release. They are involved in me awake. I opened my eyes, and it 
several classes learning how to handle was one of the worst guys for making 
the outside world in anticipation of fun of Christians!
their release from prison. “When I asked him what he was 

There were approximately 150 waking me up for, he said, ‘I got a 
inmate ladies who participated in the problem, man.’  I asked him why he 
Retreat. Each of the 15 volunteers came to me, and he said, ‘Cause you're 
were placed with a group of about 10 the only good guy in here!’”
of the ladies.  The day was filled with Be Christian to the people around 
singing, teaching, testimonies, free you.  They may not seem to respond, 

I ’ve been thinking about  
world food, panel discussion, and but don’t be fooled.  They do see you.  

conversations, especially the ones 
prayer. After each speaker, we had the If your faith is real, it comes through 

I’ve had the privilege to share with the 
opportunity to answer questions, all the skepticism the world puts in its 

inmates and officers at Camden 
expound on the topic which was just way.  Don’t be discouraged if things 

Community Based Facility (CBF). I 
taught, and pray with the ladies. As the don’t go the way you think they 

have caught just a glimpse of why God 
day progressed, the relationship in the should; God is working even when 

keeps “golden bowls full of incense, 
groups grew to a level of real you seem to be failing. Imitate Jesus. 

which are the prayers of the saints” 
closeness, and the ladies were able to Be Christian.          -Mike Strehlow

(Revelation 5:8). These prayers are 
open their hearts to receive the love we        our conversations with Him, which 
were there to give.

are of eternal value to Him!
There were many tears of healing, Who are the broken hearted? And God gives us conversations to 

restoration and joy that day. A few of why are they so heart broken? Truly, reveal just a glimpse of who a man is, 
those inmates have probably been they are those who have been through his heart, his life, which are meant to 
released already, but most are still the extreme hardships of life and be shared. I offer an inmate a hand of 
looking forward to the day when they maybe have tried every avenue that fellowship, he takes it, but I still have 
will be a part of society once again. I seemed to offer hope, but found none, my hand. I offer a smile to an officer, 
hope some of you will join me in then have become disillusioned, and he smiles back, but I still have my 

are basically just dragging miserably praying for Kristan, Sharon, Krissy, 
smile. I offer encouragement and 

Jessy, Jennifer, Tammy, Savannah and through life. Many, because of past 
respect, they receive it, but I still have 

Heather to lead godly and faith-filled hurts and failures have despaired of  
my courage and respect for them. God 

lives as they are soon released from even trying anymore.  And maybe 
has given me the opportunity to offer 

prison.            - Donna Wyatt they have lost a sense of trust in 
these men the only One who can bring 

anyone, even those who actually care 
them real fellowship, a reason to 

enough to offer them genuine hope.
smile, true courage and respect. Even 

Upon hearing some of their 
when that offer is accepted, I still have 

stories, I shudder and humbly realize 
my Jesus. He is of eternal value to 

that I, a mere man, can but lead them to 
these men!

Between running a Bible college Jesus and together with them, seek His 
Talking with the inmates and 

and overseeing the chapel’s GED face for  peace,  heal ing and 
officers at Camden CBF has given me 

program, I spend a lot of time at forgiveness. Following are just a few 
just a glimpse of who I am, a man just 

Fountain Correctional Facility. But of the hurts that men in prison shared 
like them, and when we “come and 

that doesn’t mean I know everything with me recently through tears of 
reason together,” He joins us together 

about prison life.  After 8:30 p.m. all regret and sorrow.
as brothers in Christ! These men and 

volunteers are asked to leave the “My father died of a sudden heart 
God’s Word are the only books I need 

prison, and what goes on in the dorms attack when I was thirteen. He was 
to read. They are truly “Conversations 

at night, especially in the general going to take me fishing that day. We 
of Life” and are of eternal value to me! 

population dorms, I have only second- used to go to church before he died.  
          - Sid Chapman

hand accounts of.  Thank God. Now my mother and I are alcoholics.  
   Still, an uplifting story comes out Yes, I was angry at God many years.”

every now and again. One of my best “When I was eight years old, I 
students recently told me about a night was sexually assaulted.”
he had “down the hall.” From a young man when asked 

“It’s not easy being a Christian about his father: “I will never talk to 
Recently I had the pleasure of down the hall, Mr. Strehlow,” he said.  the ‘blank, blank’ again!”

working with 14 other women to “A lot of the guys, they’ll make fun of “Five years ago my wife shot and 
minister at a one-day event called “Joy you for being a Christian. They do it to killed herself in front of my twelve-
Retreat” held at Life Tech for Women. look tough to the other guys. Well, the year-old son and me.” This young 
This facility is for women who are other night I was sound asleep at 2:00 man,  filled with insecurity and guilt,
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